
www.fps.org.uk  March 2008 

Federation of Piling Specialists 
 
 

Testing Datasheet No 4 
 

The Purpose of the Pile Load Test 
 
 

 
 
To encourage an appropriate strategy for pile load testing it is recommended that the 
pile designer informs the pile tester the type and purpose of the specified pile load 
test. This could be one or more of the following; 
 

 To be a preliminary or expendable test pile (with or without an extended CRP 
test at the end) 

 
 To be a proof load test on a working pile 

 
 To measure test pile load-settlement behaviour at the Design Verification Load 

 
 To measure test pile load-settlement behaviour at a load different to the 

Design Verification Load 
 

 To measure the ultimate capacity of the test pile 
 

 To predict the ultimate capacity of the test pile 
 

 To check workmanship of the test pile 
 

 To investigate the integrity of the test pile 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: 
Although every effort has been made to check the accuracy of the information and validity of the guidance given in this 
document, neither the FPS or its  members accept any responsibility for mis-statements contained herein or misunderstanding 
arising herefrom. 
 

 


